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Description

• This course explores the syntax of relative clauses, covering key types such as internally-
headed, externally-headed, and correlative constructions. It introduces major theoretical anal-
yses—including head-external, matching, and raising approaches—and examines connectivity
diagnostics used to determine underlying syntactic structure. The course provides an introduc-
tion into Ā syntax and the interaction between case and movement.

Requirements

• To pass the class you need to fulfill the following requirements:

1. Do the readings and actively participate in a discussion! This is a seminar, not a lecture.

2. Present one of the papers from the syllabus in a class, presentation should take ca. 45-50
mins and will be followed by the discussion.

– Pick the paper you will present as soon as possible and sign in the google sheet avail-
able on Moodle.

– Make sure you understood the paper before doing a presentation, figure out what are
the most important points and summarize them.

– Practice your presentation at home before doing it in class!

3. Submit the home assignments.

– The assignment will be released on June 15 and you will have time until July 20 to
complete it. The correct answers will be discussed in the final class of the semester.

• If you want to take an exam in this class, you need to write a 10 page research paper that relates
to one of the topics we will be discussing. You will have to register for the exam on the Puls
platform by September 30.
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Program

Date Topic Reading
Apr 16 no class
Apr 23 no class
Apr 30 Introduction
May 7 Raising derivation Bianchi 2000, pp. 33-54, 108-130
May 14 no class – Ascension
May 21 Raising and matching Sauerland 1998, ch. 1-2
May 28 Raising by reprojection Donati & Cecchetto 2011
June 04 Raising only Sportiche 2017
June 11 Matching only Salzmann 2018
June 18 Raising and locality Sichel 2018; Hulsey & Sauerland 2006, sec. 1-2
June 25 Internally-headed relatives Hiraiwa et al. 2017
July 2 Correlatives Srivastav 1991
July 9 Correlatives and locality Bhatt 2003
July 16 Matching in free relatives Himmelreich 2017, parts of ch. 1-3
July 23 Free relatives plus nanosyntax Bergsma 2019
make-up class Home assignment review
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